Fieldwork in Middle India 2009/ 2010

Scrapbook | (green): 5.10.2009 — 28.1.2010; pp 1 — 194; Scrapbook Il (blue): 29.1.2010 — 3.4.2010; pp 196 - 319

colours: - — days when rituals/bongas were performed; olive green — events that were tape recorded; turquoise — events to be fotographed; yellow -
(new/ full etc. ) moon reya: ;

October 2009

date day page lace/site notes on what happened

05/10/09 Mon 1 Berlin - Frankfurt (departure by train); 22:20h: Frankfurt — Dubai — Delhi (by plane);

06/10/09 Tue 1 Delhi 02:50 p.m. arrival

07/10/09 Wed 1 Delhi Manohar publishers. Payment of 45,000 rupees. Simcard for 700 rs. Trainticket Delhi-Tata 1008 rupees.
08/10/09 Thu 1 Tata arrival at 10:55 a.m. Father Jerry picks me up. Tea and lunch with Father Deeney. 5 p.m: Mike T. Raj.
09/10/09 Fri 1/2 Tata - Rairangpur (by bus): 45 rupees. Rairangpur-Jamda (jeep): 15 rupees; arrival in Jamda: 1 p.m. to Tarana by

bike/babu picks me up. Raimoni in Manbir: no supply of malaria prophylaxis this year.

10/10/09 Sat 3 Rairangpur chloroquin, saree (brown), sayer. Getting organized in my room in Tarana.

11/10/09 Sun 4/5 Tarana Ho lang. training for 2 hours. Guru absent- as usual.

12/10/09 Mon 3 Baripada Lang.training 1 % hours. No bus in jamda on return. Stop in belposi with guru's santal friend/student.
13/10/09 Tue 3-5 tarana organizing my work: how to make notes, where, what? Pink moleskine: all money matters, 1% payment of

Guru. G. absent all day, return in the evening. our appointment 11-14h ignored by him.

14/10/09 Wed 6 Tarana colleges, schools etc closed due to naxalite killings. Lang. training 3 hours in open classroom, brilliant.
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15/10/09 Thu 8 Tarana/lamda oran, washing clothes, Jamda police. Lang. in the afternoon. First attempts at practising lang. with toothless
granny next door- good.

16/10/09 Fri 10 Tar./Pathan S. invitation to pathan sai. Waiting...learning below tree in back garden of guru's house.
Sat 12 tarana Jarom Bonga auf jayer. Sakin from tata comes to stay with us.
Sun 13 tarana Bangles bought. Agom/mansik performed by Guru's neighbours at night. Sakin / tata stays on . Singing with

neighbours. Hili. Worshipping of cows in their courtyard.

Mon 20 tarana Last day sorae/divali. Dili sakin pathan sai. Worshipping of cows on road in front of neighbours' house. Joint
meal of balas and hagas with me as hostess, kimin ill. Dancing on jayer. New moon!

20/10/09 Tue 21 tar/kuleibira Sakin from pathan s. in tarana in the afternoon. Singing/dancing in the afternoon.

21/10/09 Wed 23 chaibasa by bus. 11:30h: friendly welcome. Airtel works here. Internet, photos saved on cd. Babu from tata accompanies
me. 70 rs Chaibasa-tata for 2 persons. Airtel recharged for 352 rs.

22/10/09 Thu 23 chaibasa With tom nelles to dhanur singh purty at 9a.m.: pleased about my book; speaks English well, very pleasant
person. Mailing. Father greg prepared to teach me Ho in the following week.

23/10/09 Fri 23 chaibasa. Copy fotos, write up notes, no mobile, no internet access. 1 lesson with greg 5-6:15: good effort. 1% letter to
Pfeffer.

24/10/09 Sat 23 chaibasa -tarana: 700rs in taxi, driver got lost. Bicycle from kuleibira repaired.

_ Sun 24 tarana atar uru bonga for suschal. Kuleibira: ' Marriage negotiations.

26/10/09 Mon chaibasa: by bus 2,5 hours, comfortable this time. Greg: lang. lesson cancelled.

27/10/09 Tue chaibasa: recharge 20 rs. Notes ctd., 2" language lesson; hair washed. Relaxing, depressed.

28/10/09 Wed chaibasa. 3" lang. lesson: good. Phone call to juergen, jenny



29/10/09 Thu chaibasa. Notes completed of guru's genealogy.wow! (cp. p.43)

30/10/09 Fri chaibasa. Last language lesson. Visiting ashok sen in chaibasa with father mike. Gossener stiftung/church in chaibasa,
german exchange program.

31/10/09 Sat chaibasa/tarana return by bus. Guru's wife ill. Babu absent.

November 2009

1/11/09 Sun 30 tarana Guru's wife again ill, babu frighteningly "out of his mind", absent-minded in his sleep with eyes wide open,
mumbling.

©#- Mon  31/33 Jamda full moon: purnima. tarana: sorae celebrated by Bages/jamda and in manbir. Basiyam. Sorae in borsiyal Sakin
ill.

- Tue 33 Tarana Sorae in manbir. Laxman, diuri, neighbours, iril. Sakin: x-ray.

4/11/09 Wed Tarana Tisch fir maran hili aus pathan s. lange an guru's kinship/ pedigree gearbeitet.

5/11/09 Th 38 Tarana from baba to chauli: with Guru's wife to ricemill in Tarana. 2,5h lang.lesson with guru.

6/11/09 fr 42 tarana Getting up early and off to neighbours, good!

7/11/09 sa 45 Tar./Pathan same procedure, yet later: sat.?? 10:30 — 14:30 off to jungle with Guru.

- su 47 Kharia sai Runaway marriage: negotiations with balas

9/11/09 mo 50 tarana in the morning with neighbours, in the afternoon with balas.

10/11/09 tu tarana/pathan sai. rice harvest: finger cut. Sakin: Ho-Umgebung angesprochen. 1. Monat vorbei!! (kimin erinnert mich auch
daran)



11/11/09

12/11/09

#13/11/09
14/11/09
17/11/09

18/11/09

19/11/09

#20/11/09

21/11/09

22/11/09
23/11/09

24/11/09

wed rairangpur. Auf sonus bike nach rairangpur. Hotel Le Sancy. Emails, telefon, fotos bearbeiten. Schreiben ohne ende. Tired.
2" letter to Pfeffer.

th rairangpur. Activities: dto

fr 58 rairanpur - jamda: return by jeep. Afternoon: tarana. Guru's BAPALA addressed etc: Waiting for Jlrgen. green scrapbook:
p.85letter to marine carrin.(cp. Briefwechsel)

sat 62 tarana. pay day: 600 RS for one week.

su 66 Kharia Sai girl's party off to katbari, kimin off/'runaway' to rairangpur.

mon 72 tar./Jamda bage/jagar lessons on karkom. Kharia Sai: bride's party to Katbari.

tu tar/Jamda bage/jagar letzter tag. Girl's party back from katbari. Work with guru.

wed 75 tarana jamda market. Rain since tuesday afternoon. 6:30: visiting memory stone of kondankel behind pathan sai, with
guru.

thu 77 tar/Gara sai raibar (kuleibira: alda link). Guru makes me a MURMU!

fr 80 tarana graph of marriage relations of kuleibira parties involved completed. Web of marriage relations of kharia sai
ctd.

sat 82 tarana Waiting, thinking.

sun tarana. guru and his wife off to rairanpur to optician. Guru's parents in law to tarana. | to pathan sai: discussion of MY Kkili.

Sakin: | am Purty!

mo tarana Jiirgen's birthday: by bus to rairangpur. Saving fotos, writing mails, phone calls with jiirgen, nicola, jenny.3™
letter to Pfeffer

tu tarana return from jamda to tarana on foot. guru absent, no key, doors closed.



25/11/09 wed

guru's college.

26/11/09 thu 88

fr

Sa
Su

mo 90
sacrifice.

December 2009

tu

a.m.

o+ D08 wed 99

03/12/09 th

04/12/09 fr

MOS8 st 103
06/12/09 su
seniority.

tar/pathan

tar/pathan

tarana

Mongol Kondankel.

Jamda
Jamda

Jamda/Santal

jagar with sakin about HO environment for me: gara sai? jamda: BSNL simcard/contract from sonu. visit of

sakin dressed up for photo with kulae. my new mobile works.

to buru with neighbours? often advertised, seldom done: tomorrow= not today. death in jamda (=Death I):

rowa tol. oran. death of diuri of jamda: Rasun Bage.
burial/topa of rasun bage. relatives from colcota, rairangpur, badhu sai.

rowa tol rasun bage. naeke of santal sai & manjhi of santal sai give permission to observe (male) buffalo

tarana. purnima. laundry. looking for accommodation in gara sai. uri: bonga behind naeke's house in santal sai: midnight to 3

tarana.

tarana

tarana

tarana

tarana

uri: bonga ctd.: 7-10a.m. distribution of meat to ind. households.

of 60 expected and invited guests only 10-12 turn up.

feeling weak, lack of energy: stomach trouble. accommodation situation in gara sai discussed.
feeling better, thinking about moving to boja sai. runaway marriage in bagrai sai.

my last day there. learning by being punished. gandhitext copied from schoolbook: about paying respect and



07/12/09 mo 109 BOJA SAI a kondankel sai. | have a house of my own. baba hir. guri: of house and path in front of house: arriving and

working.
08/12/09 tu Boja sai hatana, sengel tin, san jul, bire dupil: working and lang. learning
_ wed 118f. Jamda death II: keya ader of diuri of jamda. making use of shampoo AFTER oran.
10/12/09 thu Boja sai working around the house. first contacts with undin, sango, sango era.
11/12/09 fr boja sai getting table from santal sai by bycicle, guru promised but failed. still nervous in new surroundings, children attentive.

very difficult to concentrate, to take down notes and thoughts regularly.
12/12/09 sat boja/jamda market. bire dupil, also water on head from well.

13/12/09 sun Nicola's birthday. full programme in boja sai. chana to maran hili in sadurgon's house. preparing diyan. guru
inspects my new home.

14/12/09 mon Rairangpur internet, tailored jacket. save fotos on usb/cd. 4™ letter to Pfeffer

15/12/09 tue rairangpur phone call with Deepak: uwe/peter plan to come on dec. 23", 24", workshop 2.1.-10.1.2010). 1% phonecall
with dobro biruili about assistanceship. difficult communication. Pffer's answer

16/12/09 wed 115 boja saireturn to B.Sai at 14:30. boja sai: working, laboring. evening_ duck meal/meat for helping hands.

17/12/09 th 115 Boja Saimorning: working with kaki, afternoon: 4 hours with guru (bage script). market. preparing supper: kaki is drunk.
18/12/09 fr Boja Sai. jargen leaves from berlin. boja sai: writing, washing.

19/12/09 sat tata jurgen arrival in kolkatta 10a.m. train 2p.m. from kol., arriv. tata 5:28. meeting jirgen, deeney in tata in the

evening. diarrhea in the evening.
20/12/09 sun tata train 20:20 from tata to puri. deeney. diarrhea day 1.

21/12/09 mo 122 puri arr. 6:15. room in hotel Z- quite agreeable. 2 nights. diarrhea day 2.



122

123

127

puri -tata by train, depart. 21:15, arr. 6:15. diarrhea better, not gone.

tata -rairanpur 2 % hours. rair-jamda: jeep twice broken down. warm welcome by sonu.
Boja sai: 3 nights with jlrgen: hasa (threshing rice), sleeping, arriving.

boja sai neat and clean: j. pleased with my decision to stay here.

boja saicatching fish in banda with kaka, sadurgon, jargen. chair from sadurgon for me.

boja sal-tarana for 2 nights. singing, playing the flute, playing harmonium: guru, jirgen, I, kids: Christmas carols

tarana appointment with sadurgon about his/my kinship: no time.
tarana

Boja sai again: guru and wife for three days in bagrai sai for diri dulsunum; house in santal sai empty. J. and I: lazy, getting up

late, no place for holidays; men and women have their separate lives; J. is a little unhappy, does not know what to do.

22/12/09 tue
23/12/09 wed
24/12/09 th
25/12/09 fr
26/12/09 sat
27/12/09 sun
28/12/09 mon
29/12/09 tu
30/12/09 wed
©31/12/09 th
Januar 2010
01/01/10 Fr
2/1/10 sat
3/1/10 sun
4/1/10 Mon
5/1/10 tu

128

127

Boja sai purnima.: 1* full moon without any porob taking place.

boja sai jlrgen's farewell. over night in rairangpur: le sancy.
"/Kolkata jargen: rairanpur-kolkata. I: rairanpur_jamda- boja sai
Boja Sai.

Boja sai work on sadrugan's/ kaka's and kaki's pedigree. no ? has arrived.
boja sai sadurgan's son very ill. guru recharges my mobile and brings it to boja sai.
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6/1/10
7/1/10
8/1/10
9/1/10
10/1/10
11/1/10
12/1/10
13/1/10

wed

th

fr

sat

sun

mon

tu

wed

th

fr

sat.

sun

boja sai good beginning of day: squatting near the fire, chatting, preparing sasan and utu
126 boja sai/rairanpur with sadurgon and his son to doctor in rairangpur. desolate situation.
127 sambalpur via tata. talking to deeney. train leaves in time, arrives 45 mins. late. stay at hotel ? for 900 rupees.
138 sambalpur workshop with Deepak, uwe, peter. unprepared lecture.
139 sambalpur uwe's birthday. invitation to posh restaurant by Deepak.
139f. sambalpur-tata train dep.8:30. tata —rair.: 16-18:15h. beginning of 14" week. 5" letter to Pfeffer.
141 rair.-boja sai preparing morkr sankranti: diyan, guri:
144/5 boja sai preparations ctd: hadna, guri: owa: whitening of house inside/outside. catching/selling fish in lagra market.
143 boja sai preparing lad (sweet bread) with holong, guru: cane sugar. Tarana, pathan sai.
157 bonga to ancestors in adin (1), to dead daughter on kolom(2): voice recorder. tapescripts.
160 lad — zubereitung. map of house in boja sai.
147 boja sai baru sai, close to jharkand: by bicycle to my kaki's natal/ her parents' home. NEW MOON. _
171 pathan sai sakin on mokr sankranti
148 Boja /gara sai death in gara sai. topa of site kondankel (burnt, suicide, murder?). babulu's kinship. -(151)
154/156 tapescript of (1): jate bonga, (2) villagers' debate (voice recorder)
153 boja sai. gara sai _ in small group only in big banda. waiting in vain for guru for 3 hours. ram(thorny branch of

baccara daru) put on site k's grave.

meeting planned to find successor for diuri of jamda: postponed because of sports festival in manbir.

men walk around disguised as women asking for baba.



18/1/10
19/1/10

20/1/10

23/1/10

entwine)

26/1/10
27/1/10

28/1/10

© #30HN0

sun 158
mo 159
tu 162
wed 162
th 164

boja sai, tar.
Boja Sai
boja sai
Boja sai.

boja sai.

differences Ho-Santal

sports festival in kudahamsa- before sunset | go there to look. information on digital printing in jamda.
as guru almost never comes, | think about change of place: Jharkand? working on mandi chaturenko
walk on fire in jamda/dusserah. many visitors, lots of chatting in boja sai, guru turns up again.

translation work with guru: voice recorder. first contact with jargi kondankel: bonga because of theft

of rice from his rice during absence.

fr 164

boja sai.

soak tusu goddess.

sat 172

sun 175

boja sai.

pathan sai.

mo 167,179 santal sai

tu 174 boja sai
wed 185 Jamda:
th boja sai
fr 200ff,211 jamda, gara sai

(=sudden death) jan. 16™.

sat 203/11 gara sai.

sun 207/10/13 pathan sai:

again preparing lad. TUSU (diku) bonga: girls from tarana hostel from santal sai to maran banda to

translation work with guru at 2p.m. (interview)gulam kondankel on bongas

mad pata bonga to decide on new diuri of jamda, on the days of mage and ba porob (Deeney: to

magh porob in santal sai: a male affair- with guru's son. beginning of my 16" week.
rairanpur by jeep: writing, writing, writing..... death of deeney: 18.1.2010; letter to Pfeffer
_ rairanpur: fotos, cd, stick, mails.
dysentery.

har mage/moroe: mage. santal sai: BOJON. gara sai. jom-nu in gara sai on behalf of tataka gonoe:

ere bonga. lija tol 10:30 — 14:30.

Gau porob, 2™ day. boja sai: singing, playing the flute in courtyard.



February 2010
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7/02/10

9/02/10

11/02/10

mo 215/19 Badu sai
tu 221 Badu sai

wed 221 Boja Sai

gara sai.
th Boja Sai
fr 228/29 Boja Sai/Gara Sai

sat 233 Boja Sai/Gara Sai
informed. Is Guru ill? Unhappy.

sun Boja Sai.
mon  234/35 Boja Sai. Gara Sai
tu 235ff Boja Sai

wed 241 Katbari
relatives within one hour.

kaki's mamuya: owa:. Maran Porob/Mage. dancing. fotos. highly successful without assistance.
basi porob. dancing in the dust. Magh in santal sai discussed with Guru.

work ctd on mandi chaturenko. translation work with Guru. Saree talk with Sadurgon. mulga utu from

preparing diyan: tiki singi raa. jalom. translating with Guru bonga/mage (?)
Gau O'| performed by Gau diuri. 8-11 in Sadurgon's courtyard

follow-up bonga in Sadurgon's house/cattle shed missed (on behalf of animals): kaka present, I: not

Purgun/Jamda: kaki's D is visiting. Guru absent. jalom with kaki.
Ote'ili 1p.m. dto Gutu Sai 17:30 in diuri's house.
beautifying and working in & around the house.

Mage - by bike with Sadurgon in 3 hours. work on miyad chaturenko ctd. introduced to 35

th 238,45 Katbari-Boja Sai return in 2 hours in the evening. dewa untraceable to help Sadurgon's son.

fr 243 Pathan Sa

Gau Porob: Da: Dipil (Sib Jateri??) involving diuri of both Gau and HO: 11-18h.

sat 240 Boja Sai house- work. Ote'ili in Manbir (Lokon Bage)
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14/02/10
15/02/10
16/02/110

17/02/10

22.02.10

23.02.10

25.02.10

26.02.10

27.02.10

sun rairangpur
mon Rairangpur.
tue 246 Rairanpur
wed 248 Boja Sai

th 249f  Boja Sai

fr 247,51 Pathan Sai

dessauli Pathan Sai.

sat 255
Basi Mage.
sun 256

Dipa sai, Gara sai

Santal Sai

final step of Guru and wife.

mo

tu

Santal Sai

Boja Sai

dependence on him.

wed 258
th 259
fr

properly.
sat 261
sun 262

Boja Sai
Boja Sai

Boja Sai

Boja Sai

Gara Sai

excursion to jungle: announced and cancelled. Elephants! Rairangpur.

-Jamda_Boja Sai: return. Tired.
off to the jungle: kaki, maran hili plus 11 more + 3 men: pata, karkad, san
Oron Sakowa: diuri Gutu Sai. Oran in big banda of Pathan Sai: Guri: Porob.

Mage Porob in Pathan Sai & Manbir. Maran Porob: dancing, singing behing diuri's owa:. Bonga at

Sadurgon: harvesting kansari in Dipa Sai. Sakin/iril: jagar. meal at sadurgon's house. Dancing in Gara Sai:

Har Mageya in ? Guru in Santal Sai_ of suschal, - Maskal, _

2" day of guru's marriage ceremony.

ill, weak. Appointment with Guru at his college: Guru absent. Decision to quit our 'cooperation’ and my

still weak and ill. Ba-Porob Badu Sai. fotos?
still weak and ill, but improving. market in Jamda, ata in Manbir.

Relapse! dysentery at night 3 times. seriously worried and seriously determined to take medication

strict medication, no coffee. had a good night. good news from Jenny and Nicola.

Gram bonga in Sadurgon's racha. getting up at 4:30: fit & healthy.
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March 2010

2.3.
33
4.3.

5.3.

7.3.
8.3.

9.3.

10.3.
11.3.
12.3.

13.3.

15.3.

Mo
(?).

Tu

wed.

Thu

fri

sat.

sun

mon

tue

266,70 Boja Sai,

271

273

275

277

278

280

Boja Sai
Boja Sai- Chaibasa.
chaibasa
chaibasa
chaibasa
chaibasa
chaibasa

chaibasa

chaibasa: less medication.

wed

thu

fri

sat

sun

mon

282

chaibasa

284-86 chaibasa

2901

292

294

Basa S., Gara S., Rasika S., Kharia S., Dipa S.: Ba'Porob. Bonga on desauli. a male affair: | am sent home

Extremely warm. invitation to share meal with sakin: adowa: chauli ama: lagidte.

7 days stay to clarify things a.o. with D.S. Purty. Stay at trtc.

ashok sen & wife padmaja. decision against Dobro biruili as assistant: awful English.
trtc. 10-11:45h : D.S. Purty (1) Lupungutu, 1,5 hours- on kinship. voice recorder.

/trtc. Guira/_ Purty (2) on kinship. voice recorder.

trtc. interview with tom nelles on witchcraft: voice recorder. ticks discovered on my belly.
trtc. d.s.purty (3). voice recorder. on sacrifices: half-cut throat.

trtc. d.s.purty (4). voice recorder. on Ba/Mage porob. ringworm diagnose: horrified. doctor/specialist in

trtc. d.s.purty (5) on sarna/warang chiti/christianity and the Ho. letter to Pfeffer.

trtc. bus to jamda 1p.m. gulam kondankel on same bus. good to be back.

Boja sai work around the house. cooking. early to bed. fires at night. bonga(?)

Boja sai/manbir

sadurgon. iril in manbir; guru/market jamda.

Boja sai red topa: 8a.m. part 1,10:30 at night: part Il. cleaning the house. new moon.

boja sai lots of visitors. old neighbour: Jargi Kondankel and old woman: marriage? visiting guru's wife.
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16.3.

18.3.

NGONN Nk
oo~ W o v
wooww wow

29.3.

30.3.

31.3.

1.4.

tue

wed.

thu

fri

sat.

sun

mon

tue

wed.

thu

fri

sat
etc.

sun

mon

tue

wed

thu

295 boja sai Sadurgon: discussion about how becoming possessed is contagious. no more fires in jungles.

298 boja sai a day working at home. manbir neighbours: utu. _ of PATR (raimoni's explanation)

boja sai/pathan sai sakin (male) working in garden. my sakin: with me off to jungle to get san. guri:. brilliant day!
300,304 boja sai statistics, numbers, percentages for Boja sai, pathan s., gara sai
304,306 boja sai jomnu in boja sai: farewell meal with sadurgon, sakin (both), kaki/kaka with chicken from jamda.

305,309,318 pathan sai 4 p.m.: 2-day diri dulsunum in pathan s./G. kondankel observed from hagako-perspective this time.

305 pathan sai diri dulsunum: day two. ere bonga, jom nu.

308 rairangpur computer shop: e-ticket bought for tata-howrah. TIRED. phone calls with Mike t.raj, jlirgen.

308/9 boja sai book-keeping/ writing from 7-10. efficient, feeling of satisfaction. with sadurgon to diuri of gau.

314 boja sai

315 boja sai to buru with kaki etc. early in the morning (for diri dulsunum in chaibasa). with sakin to marriage in Gutu sai.

315 boja sai death/topa in badhu sai. Bojon/ baram buri 2" time. market. sadurgon: on ways of dying, deaths of his brother
boja sai hagako expected from jamda to guard/horo the house.

317 boja sai group (some by bycicle, some (5)by bus) off to chaibasa for diri dulsunum.

318 boja sai fotos of boja sai, individual houses.
boja sai group returns from chaibasa. kitcheri in big dikchi.

319 boja sai-tata Last day!! boja sai-tata. surprise breakfast with chicken for me. picked up by sakin, flute for iril. with

group in jeep to jamda, then to tata to sakin's house: fotos, meals, rest etc.
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2.3.

3.3.

4.3.

5.3.

fri

sat

sun

daughters, jlirgen, jonas and Vincent.

mon
warm welcome!

tata-kolkata

(train: 5 hours). stay in VIP-hotel/Sudder street.

Kolkata-dubai-frankfurt. frankfurt/M- berlin by train

Berlin

Berlin

easter! arr. 8:40, picked up by jirgen, easter breakfast prepared by Nicola and jenny, all day with

Nicola and grandchildren leave for Denmark, Nicola to begin new job on Tuesday. good reception,
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